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Domestic and International Trends regarding
COVID-19

Tanabe Shinichi*

COVID-19 is still spread in the world. In
this report, I have tried to cut out a section on the activi-
ties of the SHASE related to the infection control, the sit-
uation caused by the COVID-19 and what is expected of

post—corona. Current infection status and social changes,

Synopsis

research on infection disease, industrial and business
trends, WFH, office demand, counter measure guidelines,
energy impacts, resilience and urban environment are
described and discussed. This article is based on the
findings at the time of writing on February 12, 2021, and
since it is a field where scientific research is progressing,
new findings may change the view.

(Received February 14, 2021)
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Countermeasures on building environment to-
ward COVID-19 in Japan

Motoya Hayashi*

Synopsis This report shows the approaches to the in-
fection control of novel coronavirus in buildings based on
the reports and opinions till December 2020 in Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare in Japan. At the begin-
nings of infection spread, the cases of infected clusters
were analyzed and an enclosed space with pour ventila-
tion was considered to be a factor in infected clusters.
Though the infectivity of the virus was still unknown,
the required ventilation rate was shown according to
Law for Environmental Health in Buildings. In summer
ventilation methods were shown with the countermea-
sure against heatstroke and in winter ventilation meth-
ods were shown with the countermeasures against
health risks caused by coldness in buildings.
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Efforts of Other Academic Societies and Associ-
ations

Hoon KIM*

Synopsis Academic societies and associations related
to SARS-CoV-2 and measures against COVID-19 out-
breaks have issued their own guidelines and manuals,
and held a lot of special symposiums and seminars. Their
web sites are also introducing and linking the related in-
formation and notifications from the government. On the
campaign to avoid the three Cs, the importance of venti-
lation and air conditioning have been touted and several
related guidelines and manuals were provided by
SHASE and AI]J.

In spite of the efforts of many individual and associa-
tions, it is regrettable that a cross-sectoral collaboration
between healthcare and architecture/building equipment
fields still looks insufficient.

This article introduces the activities of several aca-
demic societies and associations that have provided an
important issues related to COVID-19.

(Received February 21, 2021)
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Activities of SHASE on measures against
COVID-19

Yanagi U*

Synopsis On January 8, 2021, a state of emergency
was declared by the Government of Japan. The period
during which emergency measures should be taken un-
der the declaration is 29 days from January 8 to Febru-
ary 7, 2021, and the release judgment is made on judging
synthetically based on the standard of “Stage 3". Howev-
er, although it is in the tendency for the number of in-
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fected persons to decrease by this time in which state of
emergency was declared and three weeks passed, the
situation where the medical spot was still tight continues.
COVID-19 are already continuing raging for more than
one year.

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare's (Japan)
Expert Meeting on Novel Coronavirus Infectious Disease
Control listed “closed space with poor ventilation” as a
space at risk of infection. In response to this, the Society
of Heating, Air-Conditioning and Sanitary Engineers of
Japan and Architectural Institute of Japan released an
emergency presidential discourse, “Role of ventilation in
the control of the COVID-19 infection”, on March 23,
2020, which outlined the characteristics of this virus in-
fection and ventilation methods. To date SHASE has

timely released proposals. Now, it is known widely that

401
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aerosol transmission (airborne transmission) is also one

of the important infection routes of COVID-19.

The present article describes the background of estab-

lishment of the special committee “Technical Committee

on Countermeasures Against the SARS-CoV-2", activi-
ties of SHASE on measures against COVID-19, and fu-

ture view of the special committee.

(Received January 30, 2021)
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